Barry R. Davis
August 8, 1932 - May 23, 2018

God looked around the garden and found an empty space. He looked down upon the
earth and saw your tired face.......Barry R. Davis, 85, of Barton, NY passed away
peacefully in his sleep Wednesday evening, May 23, 2018 at the home of his daughter
and son-in-law, MaryEllen and Bill Middleton. Barry was born on August 8, 1932 in
Scranton, Pa a son of the late Russell and Alverna (Savage) Davis. He was a graduate of
Scranton Central High School class of 1950. Following graduation Barry completed basic
training with the US Army in 1952. On August 30, 1952 he married Rosann L. Cartusciello
and together they shared sixty-one years of marriage until her passing on February 15,
2013. Barry retired following thirty-three years of service to IBM. Devoted to his
community, Barry spent twenty-six years as a coach and director for the Tioga Youth
Organization. Many area neighborhood children will remember gathering at Barry and
Rosann’s house for Easter egg hunts and he also played Santa Claus for various
organizations. His greatest pleasure was being outdoors and spending time in his garden.
Barry was a Master Gardner and shared his knowledge with many throughout Tioga
County offering talks to garden clubs, at public classes, Master Gardener volunteers and
school students. In 2016, he was recognized by the Tioga County Cooperative Extension
for his years of contributions to the Master Gardener program. His vegetable garden
served as a research station/lab for tomato pruning methods, variety trials, fertilizer
regiments and more. His life’s mission was to have the earliest tomato as possible and 4th
of July was his goal.
Barry will be greatly missed by his daughter and son-in-law: MaryEllen and Bill Middleton;
his son and daughter-in-law: Mark and Gwen Davis; his grandchildren: Ryan Middleton,
Ashley Middleton, Emily Davis, Amy Davis and Mitchell Davis. He was predeceased by his
wife Rosann; brother Stewart Davis; and twin sister Barbara Foster.
Family and friends are invited to attend a period of visitation on Tuesday, May 29th from 4
to 6 pm at the Sutfin Funeral Chapel, 273 S. Main St., Nichols. A memorial service and
celebration of his life will follow at 6 pm with Pastor Mary Jean Simonin, of the Nichols
United Methodist Church officiating. Interment will be held at the convenience of the family

in the Barton Cemetery. Memories and condolences may be shared by visiting his guest
book at www.sutfinfuneralchapel.com Those who wish may kindly consider a memorial
contribution to the Collen Chamberlain/Joelle Robinson Scholarship Fund; c/o Renee
Wainwright, Business Office at Tioga Central School, PO Box 241, Tioga Center, NY
13845 in loving memory of Barry R. Davis.

Cemetery

Events

Barton Cemetery

MAY

Old Barton Rd

29

Barton, NY, 13734

Visitation

04:00PM - 06:00PM

Sutfin Funeral Chapel
273 South Main St, Nichols, NY, US, 13812

MAY
29

Service

06:00PM

Sutfin Funeral Chapel
273 South Main St, Nichols, NY, US, 13812

Comments

“

Sending light and love to all of Barry’s friends and family at this difficult time. Barry
was a very special person and I always enjoyed chatting with about gardening. He
hosted a Seed Starting Workshop for Project GROW and attending some of our
board meetings. He would visit me at the community gardens from time to time and
share his wisdom. I feel blessed to have known him. He was a very caring,
thoughtful, and generous individual. Wishing you peace, Barry...May heaven host
your most beautiful garden yet.

Janelle Daddona - May 29, 2018 at 05:47 PM

“

Barry will be greatly missed as a great gardener and true friend. I enjoyed gardening
with him Wednesday mornings at 56 Main Street, Owego and his presentations on
growing his delicious tomatoes. He shared tomatoes and peppers with everyone.

Gail Lawson - May 29, 2018 at 07:06 AM

“

This is kyle chamberlain word for Barry Davis
The world lost one of the good ones this past
week. I wish I had the rest of this article but the first half sums it up.
I really don't remember life before the age of 18 without this man in it. He was like
another relative to me and my family. He was there for every holiday, birthday, sport
and graduation. He could do what I still consider to be some of the most amazing
things I've ever seen. Nobody has ever hit a tennis ball higher. Only for it to be
caught in his pants pocket. Never could be beat at table tennis, horse, or trivia
pursuit, and always had candy stashed for me. On top of those talents he was one of
the nicest/kindest person I've ever known. Always a giver. He was an inventor of
games a carpenter a master gardner a gorilla the Easter Bunny and Santa Claus.
You will be missed Barry Davis.

Ashley Middleton - May 28, 2018 at 06:01 PM

“

IBM México team. purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of Barry R.
Davis.

IBM México team. - May 28, 2018 at 02:48 PM

“

Dear Mary Ellen and Mark.
Our deepest sympathy to you and your families at the loss of Barry. We have
wonderful memories of him going back to the 50s. I can still picture him standing in
the bleachers at Grippen Park ice rink in the subzero early morning watching our
sons play hockey.
Our families enjoyed the Easter and Christmas get-to-gethers that Barry and Rosann
organized at their house. Barry always kept things going, especially when he put on
his costumes and acted as the Easter Bunny, Santa Claus or Super Lab Coordinator
He was experienced in photography, both in and out of the lab, He had a special
talent for altering photographs such as putting the same head of hair on all the
people in a group recognition picture.
I will treasure the memories of daily, late morning coffee breaks with Barry.
A real special guy; we will miss him.
Don and Rosetta Anderson

Don and Rosetta Anderson - May 28, 2018 at 09:45 AM

“

Mary Ellen and Bill,
Our deepest sympathy!
Sandy and Mike Shuman

sandy shuman - May 28, 2018 at 08:04 AM

“

Love, Jean Marie & June Ann purchased the Sweet Tenderness for the family of
Barry R. Davis.

Love, Jean Marie & June Ann - May 27, 2018 at 11:54 PM

“

Dear MaryEllen and Mark...
Barry was my favorite Master Gardener EVER! I met him years ago when we took
our Master Gardener training. I spent many happy hours with him in the Cornell
Extension Garden. He was very funny and very smart. I used to tease him that my
compost was better than his...and he always loved when I brought him chocolate
chip cookies. I have happy memories of visiting your Mom and Dad at their lovely
home so that we could see his garden. I loved when he shared his home grown
veggies with us. He really was a very special man indeed!!!!
Susan Hampp

Susan Hampp - May 27, 2018 at 04:42 PM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Barry R. Davis.

May 27, 2018 at 03:23 PM

“

Colleen Anderson purchased the Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet for the family of Barry R.
Davis.

Colleen Anderson - May 27, 2018 at 02:16 PM

“

Dear MaryEllen and Mark,
I have so many wonderful memories of your dad! We simply all loved him growing up
and he was such a happy part of our lives in high school. How many times did he
pick me up at my home and take me to stay with you? His laugh will especially
always be in my heart, as he so loved to joke with all of us.
He will be greatly missed for all the time and attention he gave to so many kids over
the years. You couldn't ask for a better life than to be remembered by many for your
love and generosity.
My condolences to you both. May God grant him and your mom eternal rest and

peace!
love,
Colleen

Colleen Anderson - May 27, 2018 at 01:09 PM

“

Please accept our deepest sympathy.

VFW Post 1536, Sayre - May 27, 2018 at 05:36 AM

“

Maryellen and Mark.
I was so sad to read of your dad's passing. He and your mother were friends of my
mother and dad, Viola and Gene Canzler. On several occasions in the 80s and 90s
when our children were young, we would drive up from Virginia Beach to visit my
mother and dad during different holidays and would invariably be taken to see your
folks where we would be treated like visiting royalty while sampling your mother's
baked goods and your father's generous hospitality. They were so kind to us and our
children.
Sincerely,
Douglas and Estelita (Lita) Merz

Douglas Merz - May 26, 2018 at 02:45 PM

“

MaryHelen, Bill & family,
Our deepest condolences are sent your way upon Barry's passing. Barry was always
one of the most positive people we new. Will miss his tooting his horn when he went
by on his way up the hill! Rest in peace good friend.
Bill & Trudy

Bill & Trudy Krapf - May 26, 2018 at 07:42 AM

“

Dear Mary Ellen and Mark I'm so sorry to read of your loss. You father was a wonderful friend to me. We worked
together for many years at IBM. Barry was always such a true gentleman and a
“guys” guy. I feel very blessed for having known him as a friend. My sincere
sympathy to you and your family. God bless you and give you strength in the days
ahead.
Larry Hoey

Larry W. Hoey - May 26, 2018 at 07:25 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Barry R. Davis.

May 25, 2018 at 08:09 PM

“

Dennis & Valerie lit a candle in memory of Barry R. Davis

Dennis & Valerie - May 25, 2018 at 07:17 PM

“

So sorry to hear about your dad MaryEllen! He was always so nice to my family - we
lived just a few houses away.

Tina Lounsbury - May 25, 2018 at 06:55 PM

“

MaryEllen, so sorry for your loss. You and your family have my deepest condolences.

Sandi Nugent - May 25, 2018 at 04:42 PM

“

1 file added to the album Photos

WILLIAM SCANLON - May 25, 2018 at 08:58 AM

“

Karen Hunsinger lit a candle in memory of Barry R. Davis

Karen Hunsinger - May 24, 2018 at 05:32 PM

“

This was one special person. So very happy we had a conversation the week before his
passing,Our next meeting was to be in the blueberry patch near his home. You and
roseann will always be in my heart. Thank you for your friendship. I will never eat a tomatoe
without thinking of you both.
Love Evelyn H
evelyn - May 29, 2018 at 10:00 AM

