Greta I. Torbert
June 2, 1926 - March 4, 2022

God said, “I need somebody strong enough to clear trees and heave bales, yet gentle
enough to yean lambs and wean pigs and tend the pink-combed pullets, who will stop her
mower for an hour to splint the broken leg of a meadow lark.” So God made a farmer.
Greta I. Torbert, 95, of Owego and a resident of the Homesteads in Apalachin, passed
away on Friday morning, March 4, 2022. Greta was born on June 2, 1926 in California, a
daughter of the late Hein and Dorothy (Bauma) Temple. On December 6, 1946 she
married James R Torbert (Russ) and together they made Southside their home and
enjoyed farming. She also was a talented quilter and loved raising goats and camping
during their retirement.
Greta is survived by her sons: Edward (Sherry) Torbert; James Torbert; and a
granddaughter Laura (Chris) Torbert Kieser; she will also be missed by her special friends
and neighbors. Greta was predeceased by her parents; her husband James on July 26,
2006; her son Steve Torbert in July 2014, and brother Claus Temple.
Abiding with her wishes, there will be no services. Memories and condolences may be
shared by visiting her guestbook at www.sutfinfuneralchapel.com.
Those who wish may kindly consider a memorial donation to The Homesteads, 6 Main St.,
Apalachin, NY 13732 in loving memory of Greta I. Torbert.
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Fierce, independent, self-reliant, stubborn, meticulous. When we moved to
Southside 45 yrs ago, she was a common sight out on her tractor doing field
work. Our paths finally intersected when Russ fell and broke his hip close to 25
yrs ago. I checked on her while he was in the hospital, and a friendship gradually
developed. There was never not a thermos of coffee or a plate of cookies on the
table, there was always time to visit. Chores were done in a timely manner,
garden planted (potatoes go in in April so you can dig them for the 4th of July),
yard tended, laundry carried up from the basement and hung outside. I remember
her Life Alert going off twice. The first time, first responders arrived to find her on
the roof cleaning her chimney - she was 90 at the time. She said she hadn't heard
anything, but wondered why the dog was barking. The second time, they found
her in the barn trying to get a new spool in her weedeater. Surprised to see them,
she said since you're here would you mind putting this in for me? She loved her
animals. It was probably one of the hardest decisions she made when taking care
of her pygmy goats became too much to handle and she found a new home for
them. She took on a new puppy when most women her age would be best friends
with their rocking chair. Always stoic, she always teared up when she talked
about Russ. They're probably planning spring planting as you read this. RIP
Greta.
Barb Craig - March 09 at 11:45 PM

CE

First of all, Barb Craig, your tribute to Greta was beautiful and so true. She was one of
the hardest working women I ever met.
I was so blessed to have been her hairdresser for many years. We had many great
conversations. I am thankful to have known this amazing woman
RIP, my dear friend. My deepest condolences to her family.
Cheryl Elston - March 18 at 08:07 PM
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Laura Kieser - March 06 at 05:08 PM

AJ

She was a steadfast and strong woman. I remember her fondly, my visits as a
young boy to her farm,to play with the deer and goats. Later, as an adult, I would
meet her in her field next to my Gandparents property during deer season,
carrying her single shot slug gun. She had a Spirit of solidarity that matched the
strength of the elements. May she rest now in peace and grace. AJ
Andrew Jaye - March 06 at 01:18 AM

