Raymond Decker
February 6, 1932 - July 31, 2016

Silently we grieve and brush away the tears. The memories that you left behind will last
throughout the years. Raymond Z. Decker, 84, of Windham, Pa passed away on Sunday,
July 31, 2016 following a battle with Cancer. Raymond was born on February 6, 1932 in
Johnson City, NY to Raymond and Mary (Gifford) Rockefeller and was adopted and raised
by Lloyd and Sybile Decker. He was a graduate of the Nicholson High School and
following graduation he entered into the US Army. Raymond proudly served his country
from 1955 to 1963. On June 22, 1963 he married Peggy Harding and together they have
shared fifty-three years of marriage. Raymond was a long time employee of IBM. He
enjoyed tinkering in his garage, spending time tending to his yard and treasured the time
with his loving wife, Peggy.
Raymond will be greatly missed by his wife Peggy; his children: Russell James (Kimberly
Ruck) Decker of Endicott, NY; LaRita Rae (Paul) Schmitt of Vestal, NY; Michael Aaron and
(Alisha) Decker of Virginia; Andrew Charles (Lynn) Decker of Rome, Pa; Christine May
(Jason) Nolt of Rome, Pa; his sister: Margaret Fine of Shortsville, Pa; brother-in-law:
Duane Harding; sister-in-law: Sharon E. Brown both of Rome, Pa; his grandchildren:
Elizabeth Brown, Russell J. Decker, II, Joshua T. Decker, Julianna Wilt, Isaiah Decker,
Matthew Raymond Jayne, Jesse Lee Jayne, Sean Jacob Jayne, Michelle Schmitt, Kevin
Schmitt, Michael Schmitt, Kaine McCloe, Sadi Gillett, Ryan Nolt, Shayla Joan Decker,
Mason Decker, Jacob Decker, Austin Decker, Aliyah Decker, Raven Nolt and Hayden Nolt;
several great grandchildren, nieces, and nephews also survive. Raymond was
predeceased by his parents, his mother-in-law and father-in-law: Theodore C. and Euleta
M. Harding; a brother-in-law: Donald R. Harding, sisters: Pauline Eddy and Irene Babcock.
Family and friends are invited to attend a period of visitation and time of sharing memories
on Friday, August 5th from 11 to 1 pm at the Sutfin Funeral Chapel, 273 S. Main St.,
Nichols. A funeral service and celebration of his life will follow at 1pm with his Pastor
William Kohler, officiating. Interment with military honors will follow at the Valley Home
Cemetery. Memories and condolences may be shared by visiting our website at http://ww
w.sutfinfuneralchapel.com Those who wish may kindly consider a memorial contribution to

their local chapter of the American Cancer Society in loving memory of Raymond Z. Deck
er.
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“

Raven Nolt lit a candle in memory of Raymond Decker

raven nolt - August 04, 2016 at 10:39 PM

“

Oh my where to start. Throughout the years you've always been there. You helped
raise Hayden and I. We looked up to you. We saw you every single day. We always
had dinner together. You taught me how to ride a bike. You taught me how to swim.
We walked all over windham together. Up and down the hill, down to the flat, down to
papa teds house, down to aunt Sharon's, all over. I remember one time we were
walking to papa reds and I fell in a pot hole and I scraped up me knee. When we
finally got down to the house you helped me clean it up and put a bandaid on. To this
day I still have this scar. As I got older I started to want to go places with friends. It
became a routine every weekend you would take me to bonin's and then pick me up
after. Even if you didn't want to you could never say no to me. I never really realized
how fortunate I was or how much I meant to you until I got older. You watched me get
ready for school dances and always said wow look at that dress or wow look at you. I
never really took it as a compliment I just brushed it off but now I see that you
thought I was beautiful. Then I got even older and it was time to graduate high school
at this time I didn't think it was a big deal it was just high school but now I see you
were so proud of my accomplishment. Then I decided to go to nursing school. You
watched me struggle as I sat at the kitchen table for hours upon end studying until it
was your bed time. You always said stay as late as you need to don't worry about it
just turn the light off when you go home. By this time in my life I started to appreciate
things more. I never told you but it meant the world to me you always wanted me to
do my best and study my hardest to get good grades. After my big tests I would
come home and you always asked how I did. You were always so excited to hear
about what I got for a grade. You were always smiling after I told you how great I did
and would say wow or good job. It always felt so good to be acknowledge for working
so hard. As it came time to graduate nursing school you were right there in the crowd
watching me walk across the stage. I couldn't see you but I bet you smiled the whole
time. I remember afterwards you and grandma gave me money and I was so mad
because you didn't need to do that. I was going to be okay. I was starting to make it
in the world but you insisted. I remember when I bought my first car you were so
proud of me again you had the biggest smile ever and said wow this is a nice one. It
seems you were always happy and smiling. I think that's my favorite memory. That's
one of the images I can't get out of my head. After graduating nursing school I was
studying for my state boards. I remember you would ask me almost every day if I
was ready to take them. You must have thought I was so smart and ready to take
them all along. So I finally thought I was ready and took them. It was a few days
before I found out my results and you would ask me everyday if I passed. Then I
finally got the news and you were so proud of me. I was finally a nurse one of my
greatest accomplishments and I'm so glad you were able to see me achieve that. I
then started going out and dating again. I found Donaven, who lived up in endicott. I
started staying up there a lot so I was around much for a few months. Then I decided
I wanted you to meet. At first I think you were a little hesitant but you saw how happy
he made me so you finally accepted him. We then decided to move in together. At
this time we didn't know anyone with a truck to help us move all of our belongings
from endicott to sayre. I called you up and you brought the van up and your
lawnmower trailer and helped us load everything on to there and towed it all the way
to our new apartment for us. Nobody would help us but you were always there no
matter what you always had my back. After another few months I got a call from
Robert packer for a job and you were so excited for me. When I finally started

working there in the fall you asked me all the time how work was. you were so
interested to hear about the great things I had done. After moving in to the new
apartment we ran into an issue with not having a washer or dryer. You offered to
allow us to come down any time we need to do our laundry. You have saved us so
much money instead of having to go to the laundromat all the time. In reality I feel
like it was an excuse to make us come down and see you and grandma more often
and it worked. Every weekend we brought down our laundry and Donaven's daughter
Olivia. I think you fell in love with that little girl since the day you met her and I can
honestly say she adored you. Every time we picked her up from her home in endicott
for the weekend she would ask if we were going down to my grandpa and grandmas
she always looked forward to seeing you. After about a year all the health issues
arose. After finding the big c you turned to me for help and answers. We went to all
of your appointments together trying to figure out the best plan. I feel like it was every
day you had a question for me and I did my best to give you any answer I could. I
hope I was as helpful as you needed. I hope I helped give you some direction and
some security. Even though things didn't go as planned I believe God always has a
plan for us. I believe we have to trust that everything happens for a reason. I'm still
beating myself up for not coming down the Saturday before you passed. I was just so
tired after dress shopping I didn't have the energy to drive down there. I planned on
coming down Sunday but then I got a wake up call about you going to the hospital
and plans changed. I was so excited to be able to show you pictures of my potential
wedding dress but I was a day too late and I'll never have your opinion. I hope you'll
be looking down on me and approve of the dress I pick out and the man I marry. I
hope you'll be at my wedding. That was always one of my dreams. For you to watch
me get married and for you to meet my children. It breaks my heart those things will
never happen but I view Olivia as my own and you got to meet her and I'm so great
full she had the opportunity to have you in her life for even just a little while. I love
you more than you'll ever know papa. You're my gaurdian Angel now help me fly
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raven nolt - August 04, 2016 at 10:22 PM

“

Deep in our hearts you will always stay, love and missed everyday

Lynn Decker - August 04, 2016 at 01:18 PM

“

Andy Decker sent a virtual gift in memory of Raymond Decker

Andy Decker - August 04, 2016 at 01:15 PM

“

Jan and Debbie Cole

Jan and Debbie Cole - August 04, 2016 at 08:01 AM

“

Rita Schmitt lit a candle in memory of Raymond Decker

Rita schmitt - August 03, 2016 at 09:11 PM

“

Please accept our deepest sympathy. VFW Post 1536, Sayre

VFW Post 1536, Sayre - August 03, 2016 at 01:43 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Raymond Decker.

August 03, 2016 at 11:05 AM

“

Dad taught us the family values, and to value your family. I have had the pleasure of
being married to his son Michael for 24 years. I can still remember meeting Ray for
the first time, and meeting Peggy (Mom) for the first time. They were holding hands, I
grew up in a single family household, and to me this was new. I watched the love
they shared between each other, and knew it was true love. I feel blessed to have
had Dad there when my babies were born, and watch them interact with the best
grandpa, I have been blessed to have Dad there at times when Mike and I just
needed help raising four small children, I have been blessed with all of the trips Mom
and Dad took to visit us in Virginia, one stands out the most. Dad took Mom to see
the Ocean for the first time. We spent the day there, and it was time to go. We
couldn't get the wheelchair through part of the sand so he carried her the rest of the
way. His love could fill the ocean, and make all of our days sunnier. He was so
patient,loving, and generous with these things. I will miss his laugh, and hearing his
voice. I know the love he gave all of us will carry on, and all of the years of memories
will wipe away all of the tears. I love you Dad, and miss you. Thank you for giving me
a father, that I never had. You were the best Father-in-law.

Alisha Decker - August 03, 2016 at 10:31 AM

“

May our Lord Jesus Christ, son of GOD, have mercy on Ray
May GOD carry the family through the next part of this journey.....

Marcia Smith - August 03, 2016 at 10:06 AM

“

Rest in Peace Grandpa Ray
Love Julianna Wilt

Julianna Wilt - August 03, 2016 at 10:01 AM

“

Rest in Peace with the Angels,
Love you Grandpa Decker
Isaiah Ruck-Decker

kimberly ( Isaiahs mom) - August 03, 2016 at 09:57 AM

“

Family. That is what Dad was all about. He would give the shirt off his back to help
his family. Whether it was something big or just simply going out to play catch with
me whenever I asked. His caring knew no bounds. God may have called him home,
but he will live forever in my heart. Love you Dad..

Michael Decker - August 03, 2016 at 09:57 AM

“

To the family.............My heart goes out to you. I know how beloved Ray was . May all
your special memories carry you through this difficult time. God bless.

Maryanne - August 03, 2016 at 05:35 AM

“

Peg and family so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with all of you.
Rita you were always someone special to Ike and I. I am here if you need anything,

Judi Brown whitmarsh - August 02, 2016 at 06:50 PM

“

I have many great memories of Ray and Peggy sitting behind us in church every
Sunday morning. Carl saw Ray as a very special friend. Carl and I were baptized in
his pool for which we were grateful for his permission. Now they both are with the
Lord in Heaven. Peggy, I am so sorry for your loss. You have many good memories
to hang on to. Joyce Rogers

Joyce Rogers - August 02, 2016 at 06:14 PM

“

Andrew & Lynn Decker lit a candle in memory of Raymond Decker

Andrew & Lynn Decker - August 02, 2016 at 06:13 PM

“

Andrew & Lynn Decker lit a candle in memory of Raymond Decker

Andrew & Lynn Decker - August 02, 2016 at 06:11 PM

“

Rob Westover and Family purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of Raymond Decker.

Rob Westover and Family - August 02, 2016 at 03:19 PM

“

George,Ray,Gary,Jim,Mary,Nancy Eddy and families purchased the Peaceful White
Lilies Basket for the family of Raymond Decker.

George,Ray,Gary,Jim,Mary,Nancy Eddy and families - August 02, 2016 at 11:58 AM

“

Jack And Lorrie Rogers lit a candle in memory of Raymond Decker

Jack And Lorrie Rogers - August 02, 2016 at 09:16 AM

“

So Very sorry, the few times I met him, he always seemed to smile. Prayers for
Comfort for the family.

Donna Day - August 01, 2016 at 07:55 PM

