Stephen "Ed" Shipman
November 18, 1928 - January 9, 2021

When someone you love becomes a memory, the memory becomes a treasure....
Stephen E. Shipman, 92, a lifelong resident of Waverly passed away peacefully at his
home on Saturday, January 9, 2021. Stephen was born on November 18, 1928 in a farm
house on Ellis Creek Road in the Town of Barton, one of eight children, to the late
Stephen Raymond and Grace (Goble) Shipman. He graduated from Owego Free
Academy in 1946 and promptly went to work on the farm. On November 18, 1950, he
married Patricia A. Clark and together they have shared 70 years of marriage and many
wonderful memories. Farming was a way of life for Stephen and Patricia as they operated
their family farm until 1971. During that time, he served as a Committeeman for the
Agriculture Stabilization and Conservation Service of Tioga County ~ one year as
Chairman. Stephen also served as a Barton Committeeman for Tioga County Cooperative
Extension and attended several courses in agriculture that Cornell University offered.
In 1970, he was elected Highway Superintendent for the Town of Barton. Four years later
he went to USS for the American Bridge and was employed as a Locomotive Engineer
and a Crane operator. After they terminated operation in 1984, he was employed by
Kitchen Specialties of Big Flats until 1987. He then was employed by Sumi Rail of Elmira
Heights. In 1989 until 2005, he was employed by the Town of Barton.
Loyal to his community, Stephen joined the North Barton Grange #45 in 1943 making him
a 77-year member; in addition, in 1982 he joined as a member of the Sayre Elks Lodge
#1148, a member of the Montour Falls Loyal Order of the Moose Lodge #426 joining in
1967. He also was a past member of the Waverly-Barton Fire Department.
A dedicated and hard worker, Stephen worked tirelessly without end or complaint. He did
this with the end goal in mind: the assurance that his family was safe, happy, and provided
for. His devotion was rewarded in later life with many years in retirement spent as a
grandfather and great grandfather. His hobby was keeping a daily journal for the last 38
years. He received his first journal from his wife Patty for Christmas in 1992. He wrote in
his journal every day from Jan. 1, 1993 until the day before he passed away. He has left

his children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren a wealth of insight into his everyday
life.
Stephen and Pat enjoyed traveling, making numerous trips statewide ~ including
California, Las Vegas, Nevada, Texas, numerous deep-sea fishing trips to Massachusetts,
a cruise to Alaska, cruises to both the eastern and western Caribbean, and an
international trip to Ireland. They spent more than twenty winters in Florida’s sunshine, but
always were grateful to come back home. In August 1999, they loaded up and drove
across America, reaching California’s western coast. They also had a retreat on Mormon
Lake that they spent more than thirty summers enjoying with both family and friends.
There were many memories created with the cookouts, campfires, beer, and laughter.
Those left to cherish his memory are his loving wife, Patricia; his children: Marcia (Joseph)
Murray; Aloysius Shipman; Daniel (Cindy) Shipman; Curtis (Donna) Shipman.
Grandchildren include Paul (Lindsay) Franks IV; Brian Fraley; Lindsay (Bill) Mariani; Aaron
(Casey) Shipman; Jacqueline (Josh) Robinson; Ashley Shipman; Jeffrey (Amanda)
Shipman; Abbey (Morgan) Shipman; Marley Shipman; his great grandchildren, who called
him Big Grandpa, Elizabeth and Logan Stephen; Alivia and Riley; Maddie and Sydney;
Elena Grace; and Jaden. His sisters-in-law: Jeanne Shipman and Rosemarie Shipman.
Several nieces, nephews and numerous cousins also survive. He was predeceased by his
parents; his siblings: Patricia (Thomas) Holton; Wilda (Robert) Eiklor; Seward Shipman;
Terrance Shipman; Dennis (Barbara) Shipman; Hildegarde (Lewis) Goodwin; Jack
Shipman and his daughter-in-law: Valerie Shipman.
Family and friends are invited to attend a period of visitation on Thursday, January 14th
from 1 to 4 pm at the Sutfin Funeral Chapel, 273 S. Main St., Nichols. Appropriate
precautions will be taken for public health concerns when at the funeral chapel to include
wearing masks and social distancing. A memorial service and celebration of Stephen’s life
will follow at 4 pm. Those unable to attend may watch the service at
https://my.gather.app/remember/stephen-shipman
Memories and condolences may also be shared by visiting his guest book at
www.sutfinfuneralchapel.com Those who wish may kindly consider a memorial
contribution to the North Barton Grange, PO Box 679
1363 Ellis Creek Road, Waverly, NY 148952 in loving memory of Stephen E. Shipman.

Events
JAN
14

Visitation

01:00PM - 04:00PM

Sutfin Funeral Chapel
273 S. Main Street PO Box 72, Nichols, NY, US, 13812

JAN
14

A Celebration of His Life

04:00PM

Sutfin Funeral Chapel
273 S. Main Street PO Box 72, Nichols, NY, US, 13812

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Sutfin Funeral Chapel - January 14 at 12:15 PM

“

Sharing some of many good memories from our short time as neighbours on Ellis
Creek Road. In one year, we experienced hay rides, swimming in the creek, jumping
in hay in the barn, learning not to fear big cows, and to love the little ones. I
remember helping Marcia clean the milkers and going to square dances at the
Grange. What I can not remember is a discouraging word from anyone about farm
life, although I'm sure Eddie always was aware of the uncertainties and hardships.
He was the embodiment of a content, hard working farmer: in it for the independence
and satisfaction of a job well done. A great role model. Rest in peace.
Connie (Morningstar) Solberg

Connie Lee Solberg - January 19 at 03:53 AM

“

To Pat and all the family. I am so sorrry for your loss. We moved to Ellis Creek Rd
many years ago. and Eddie was someone we knew through the years. Hate to lose
old friends Helen .

Helen Allen - January 15 at 06:01 PM

“

Al and Marcia,
So sorry for your loss.
Penny Rice Allegrucci

Penny Rice Allegrucci - January 15 at 04:39 PM

“

We will miss you. Love, Tara

Tara Deans - January 14 at 05:05 PM

“

Marcia and Al, expressing our deepest sympathies to you and your family! Peace be
with you.

Tina Howe - January 14 at 01:47 PM

“

8 files added to the album Memories Album

Sutfin Funeral Chapel - January 14 at 12:15 PM

“

We will all miss Uncle Eddie. I have been remembering Thanksgivings at the
Grange, my "vacations" with my cousins, all the good times and laughs we all had
together. A good man and much loved.
Linn

Linnea Goodwin Burwood - January 14 at 07:23 AM

“

Marcia & Joe Mike: Our sincere sympathy on your loss.
Steve & Ruth Schrader

Ruth Schrader - January 13 at 08:58 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Stephen "Ed" Shipman.

January 13 at 12:16 PM

“

Ed was a kind and gentle man. I know that when my siblings and I share memories ,
the farm and Ed, always hold a special; place in our hearts. A wonderful family man
.He will be missed by all. Our thoughts and prayers are with the Shipman family.
Sincerely, The Joe Morningstar children

Kathy Grazul - January 13 at 10:49 AM

“

To Marcia and family, I am sending you my deepest sympathies for your loss. It is so
difficult to lose a precious loved one. I know you will have so many great memories to
cherish. I will remember your Dad and Mom during our sleepovers and hayrides and
trips to the barn. Love to you all!

Paula Thompson - January 13 at 09:59 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Stephen "Ed" Shipman.

January 12 at 05:02 PM

“

Bob and I had so much fun with Ed and Pat at Mormon Lake when we stayed with
my sister, Pat Dutchess, and family. We were next door neighbors and made so
many memories with them and their family. My deepest sympathy to all.

Ginny - January 12 at 11:54 AM

“

“

Shipman family, sending you all our condolences. Judy & Alan Nice
judy nice - January 14 at 08:35 AM

Curt and Donna, we are so sorry for your loss of this great guy.Prayers for all the
family . Edgar and Ginny

Edgar Lantz - January 12 at 09:12 AM

“

My favorite memory of my Uncle is the Christmas that I was 4. Uncle Eddie was
sitting on the couch with me and helping me open my presents. I did not understand
that my Father had been killed in an accident the night before and he was stepping
up and supporting his sister, my Mother and her children. What a loving thing to do.

Suzanne - January 11 at 12:39 PM

“

Suzanne purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of Stephen E.
Shipman.

Suzanne - January 11 at 12:35 PM

