Walter Merena
August 15, 1924 - March 17, 2014

When someone you love becomes a memory….the memory becomes a treasure ~
Surrounded by his family, Walter Merena, 89, a long time resident of Nichols, NY passed
away on Monday morning, March 17, 2014 in Jupiter, Florida. Walter was born on August
15, 1924 in Excelsior, Pa a son of the late John and Anna (Dubetz) Merena. He was a
graduate of Excelsior High School and received his Bachelors in teaching from
Bloomsburg University. Walter proudly served his country with the US Army during WW11
at the Battle Bulge, England, Belgium France, Luxemburg and Germany. Upon his
honorable discharge, he received the Victory Medal and Bronze Star . Walter retired
following thirty-five years of teaching Business from Tioga Central High School. He was
very active in his community and extracurricular athletics with Tioga Central High School.
He was predeceased by his first wife Dorothy (Schug) Merena on October 8, 1987; and is
survived by his wife Janice (Martin) Merena; his children: Marcia Merena Aldridge,
Susanne Merena Biby and Michael Merena; grandchildren: Zachary Aldridge, Alexander
Biby, step grandchildren Erin Biby, John Aldridge and Elizabeth Aldridge. His sister Jean
Prosser and Brother Joseph Merena; several nieces, nephews and their families also
survive.

Family and friends are invited to attend a memorial service and celebration of his life on
Saturday, March 22 at 10 am at the Sutfin Funeral Chapel, 273 S. Main St., Nichols with
Deacon Michael Donovan, officiating. Interment and prayers of committal will follow in the
Nichols Cemetery. Memories and condolences may be shared by visiting our website at ht
tp://www.sutfinfuneralchapel.com In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be directe
d to your local Hospice in loving memory of Walter Merena.

Cemetery

Events

Nichols Cemetery MAR
West River Road
Nichols, NY, 13812

22

Service

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Sutfin Funeral Chapel
273 S. Main Street PO Box 72, Nichols, NY, US, 13812

Comments

“

Sadly he never could get the concept of shorthand and my brain to come together,
but he had me typing like the very wind. :) A truly gifted teacher he is remembered
with love and respect.
Jeanne Krell
Willis

Jeanne Krell - April 09, 2014 at 01:50 PM

“

I'll always remember Walt as one of the finest persons I had the privilege of working
with. My heart goes out to you all--some of the nicest children I have taught.
Sincerely,
Wayne Van Derlyke

wayne van derlyke - March 25, 2014 at 03:24 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the family. Mr. Merena was one of my favorite teachers. He
will be missed. Sincerely, Joan (Scott)Barton

Joan(Scott)Barton - March 23, 2014 at 01:00 PM

“

Walt, Mel and Wayne - the big three who brought me up. Many great memories.
Condolences to Walts family.
Jim Ryder

Jim Ryder - March 22, 2014 at 10:28 AM

“

Hi Mr Ryder- Jim; thanks so much, I remember you palling around with the old Rat Pack
from Nichols.
Take Care,
Mike
Mike Merena - March 24, 2014 at 01:34 PM

“

To the family - May each special memory shine in your hearts and give you peace.

jim and teresa ryder - March 22, 2014 at 10:06 AM

“

Walt, Mel & Wayne, the big three who brought me up - many great memories. My
condolences to the family
Jim Ryder

jim ryder - March 22, 2014 at 09:57 AM

“

Words are hard to find on how to express the passing of Mr. Merena. My heart is with
Marcia, Sue & Michael & Jan & your families. He was a neighbor & teacher, who will
never be forgotten & remembered forever.
Karen Howell Wahl

Karen Howell Wahl - March 22, 2014 at 07:51 AM

“

My prayer and heartfelt condolences go out to Marcia, Sue and Mike. Although the
years have been many since we last saw one another, I vividly remember growing up
next door to your family and how your Dad (and Mom of course) always treated me
with kindness. Mr. Merena was a fine man and dedicated teacher who cared about
his students. Those were impressionable years and he, like other teachers at TC,
was one of the notable ones that made a difference. May the Lord bless his
homecoming……

Jeff Gregory from Central PA - March 20, 2014 at 02:38 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss of a wonderful man. He touched many lives as a teacher
at Tioga Central High. Generations in my family had him for typing and shorthand.
He will always be remembered fondly. Celeste Alamond Berkley

Celeste Berkley - March 20, 2014 at 04:43 AM

“

Melissa Brown lit a candle in memory of Walter Merena

Melissa Brown - March 19, 2014 at 04:54 PM

“

What a loss of a kind man- he was a wonderful and inspiring teacher!
Hugs and prayers to family.

Chris Orlando FL - March 19, 2014 at 04:42 PM

“

My condolences to the family on the loss of Mr. Merena. I worked the recreation
program in Nichols under Mr.l Merena for 2 summers. Enjoyed the time, he was a
great supervisor. Knew him as a teacher at Tioga Central but did not have him for
class. May God Cover Your Heart.

Dale M. Corbin - March 19, 2014 at 03:44 PM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Walter Merena.

March 19, 2014 at 11:56 AM

“

May the "Hearer of prayer" (Psalms 65:2) give your family comfort, strength,and
peace at this time of sorrow. You have my sincere condolences.

w. murray - March 19, 2014 at 10:45 AM

“

Dear Janice, So sorry for your loss but happy you have wonderful memories.
Mary Smith (sister-in-law)

Mary Smith - March 19, 2014 at 10:34 AM

“

One of the very best teachers a child could ever have! A gentleman to everyone. He
is one of those people in your life that you never forget. My condolences to the whole
family. Carol (Dewey) Johnson

carol johnson - March 19, 2014 at 10:01 AM

“

My sympathy is with you and your family in your time of grieving. I will never forget
the fond memories of Mr. Merena. He was a great teacher and a mentor to many of
his students and one of the most fun people to be around. He was able to effortlessly
make everyone else have a good time. You will be greatly missed.

Cathy Shultz (Hawley) - March 19, 2014 at 09:13 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Mr Merena's passing. Although I never had him as a teacher, he
always spoke to me in passing, and he was a joy to know..Make you take comfort in
knowing he touched so many lives.

Paula Krapf Hagerich - March 19, 2014 at 08:26 AM

“

"I will never forget the fond memories of Mr. Merena. He was a one of the most fun
people to be around and a great teacher and a mentor to all of his students. He was
able to effortlessly make everyone else have a good time. My sympathy is with you
and your family in your time of grieving

Cathy Shultz (Hawley) - March 19, 2014 at 07:48 AM

“

My memories of Mr. Merena leads me to believe his family was blessed with a man
that cared for and loved them. Mr. Merena cared for his students and was diligent in
his way of helping a person move forward in learning. Bless his delivery into the
eternal world and softly keep his family.

Francei - March 19, 2014 at 06:29 AM

“

Mr. Merena was my favorite teacher. He was a very kind man. I have thought him
often throughout the years and he will always have a spot in my heart. I seen him a
few times throughout the years and he always remembered me. One of the fondest
memories I have of him is that he took the time to come to my wedding and he had a
great time. RIP Mr. Merena. (Penny Walmsley Sindoni)

Penny Sindoni - March 19, 2014 at 04:21 AM

“

It was a pleasure to know Walt as a teacher and a neighbor. He had a perpetual
positive attitude and always quick to smile and brighten other people's day. He will be
missed by many!

Dale Howell - March 18, 2014 at 06:39 PM

“

Too many memories to talk about. After 30 years in the next room teaching and
sharing a career with Walt. How can I add anything. Thoughts and prayers to all of
you.
Wayne Boyer

Wayne Boyer - March 18, 2014 at 03:33 PM

“

He was one of the best! Spent many days in his classroom and at his home. He was very
special to many people. We all loved you.
Diane Dillon Bostwick - March 19, 2014 at 07:27 AM

“

Aunt Janice, sorry for our loss of Uncle Walter. He was a very kind & caring person.
Love,
Monica Smith Ellsworth
Monica Ellsworth - March 19, 2014 at 11:08 AM

“

I always loved visiting Uncle Walt and Aunt Dot. It was a warm friendly home; full of love
and fun adventures. I enjoyed hearing my mom tell me about Uncle Walt as a young man
and during WWII. As the years passed he continued to be an inspiration to me. I loved and
respected him. He will be greatly missed.
We will keep him and his family in our prayers.
Love,
Dot (Latsko) and Jim Killinger
Dot Killinger - March 22, 2014 at 07:57 AM

“

Mr. Boyer - you and Mr. Merena were great teachers and I can well remember you being in
rooms next to each other although it has been over 50 years. I am sorry to hear of the loss
of such a nice man. Peace to his family
Janet Colson Barna - April 04, 2014 at 09:50 PM

