William "Bill" A. Strong
October 17, 1937 - October 15, 2019

A heart of gold stopped beating, two willing hands at rest, God broke our hearts to prove
to us, He only takes the best.....
William A. “Bill” Strong, 81, of Tioga Center, NY (Route 17C Barton) passed away at the
Robert Packer Hospital in Sayre, PA on October 15, 2019. Bill was born on October 17,
1937 in Owego, NY a son of the late Harold and Louise (Freidah) Strong. He was a
graduate from Owego High School class of 1955. On November 18, 1961 he married
Barbara Curtis and together they have shared 58 years. Bill was a well-known livestock
nutritionist and merchandiser worldwide and was part of the alpaca industry. An avid Tioga
sports fan Bill enjoyed attending sporting events to support the youth of the community.
He also enjoyed cheering for the NY Giants and NY Yankees. For over 40 years, Bill
served on the Tioga County Fair Board and was a Tioga County 4-H and Holstein
Association member for over 50 years.
Bill will be greatly missed by his wife, Barbara; his children: Mark (Laura) Nichols of
Orange City, FL, Randy (Karen) Strong of Butler, PA, James “Jim” (Trish) of Owego,
Michelle Strong (Cedric Brothern) of Austin, TX and Wendy (Allen) Card of Tioga Center;
his brothers: Henry Strong of LaCanto, FL, Olen Strong of Barton, Bob (Ruth) Strong of
Barton, Chuck (Liz) Strong of Charlotte, NC and Steve (Becky) Strong of Elmira; his
sisters-in-law: Wilma Strong of Appleton, WI and Ethel Strong of Owego; his
grandchildren: Noelle (Chris) Spence-Lincoln, Kathleen Nichols, Penny (Evan) Wells, Rick
(Melody) Padgett, Renee Padgett-Kiefer, Kelli Jo Strong, Philip Strong, Thomas, Levi,
Jaime, Isaac and Elizabeth Card; 9 great grandchildren and 2 great great grandchildren.
And several nieces, nephews, cousins and their families also survive.
Bill was predeceased by his parents: Harold and Louise; his brothers: Harold and Edward
Strong; and his sisters-in-law: Mary and Alice Strong.
Family and friends are invited to attend a period of visitation on Monday, October 21st
from 4 - 8 pm at the Sutfin Funeral Chapel, 273 S. Main St., Nichols. A funeral service and
celebration of his life will be on Tuesday, October 22nd at 11 am with Pastor Ben Baker

officiating. Interment and prayers of committal will follow in the Tioga Cemetery. Memories
and condolences may be shared by visiting his guestbook at http://www.sutfinfuneralchape
l.com Those who wish may kindly consider a memorial contribution to the Tioga Central B
ooster Club, PO Box 241, Tioga Center, NY 13845 in loving memory of William A. “Bill” Str
ong.
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Comments

“

I brought my two grandchildren to the reunion a few years back. Cailin had always
had an interest in alpacas she wanted one for a pet. So Uncle Bill took us to his barn.
Cailin showed no fear and went up and started petting one. Hunter was allot younger
and skittish. When we got him up to the fence he reached in to pet one and the
alpaca turned around and spit in his face. What a laugh we had. But to this day he
wants no parts of them. This will be my fondest memory of all time of my Uncle Bill.
Will miss you. Ellen

Ellen - October 22, 2019 at 12:16 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with Barb and Bill Strong's family on their loss.
Bill was a special person, always friendly,always the same. A legendary Tioga
Central Sports Booster and fan plus a dedicated supporter of the Agricultural
community.
We will truly miss him.
Ron/Brenda Dougherty

Ron/Brenda Dougherty/ - October 22, 2019 at 10:24 AM

“

Barb and family;
For the 55 + years we have lived in Tioga County the name Bill Strong was known
and loved by our whole family.
No one will be able to take his place...his knowledge....his contacts....his very
presence in so many venues of our business life and social life and family life. No
one man touched so many avenues.
We will miss you Bill; I knew your heart and your relationship with our Saviour so I
have no doubt where you are right now....rejoicing around the Throne of your Lord.
May His eternal presence give you strength in the weeks and years you travel on
with out Bill in your lives.
With heartfelt sympathy; Howard and Carol

Carol Visscher - October 20, 2019 at 05:36 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of William "Bill" A. Strong.

October 20, 2019 at 10:47 AM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. I pray God's peace will comfort you all in this time.
Michele (Donnelly) Barr

Michele Barr - October 19, 2019 at 08:43 AM

“

GOD BLESS to you and YOUR Family. PRAYERS

Stan Zimmer - October 19, 2019 at 07:35 AM

“

Barb and Family,
So sorry to learn of Bill's passing.
We will always remember Bill as friendly and quick-witted, and everyone who knew
him knew he was an excellent cattleman.
Bob and Julie Allen

Julie J Allen - October 18, 2019 at 01:42 PM

“

Bill will surely be missed,Calvin and bill talked on the phone every day . Will miss his phone
calls.
Calvin Judy watson - October 19, 2019 at 07:16 PM

“

A wonderful man! Always had a great smile! Bill will certainly be missed!
Condolences to the family! Albie Klossner

Al Klossner - October 18, 2019 at 01:12 PM

“

Love, Ruth, Bev, Carol, Gene and Debbie purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for
the family of William "Bill" A. Strong.

Love, Ruth, Bev, Carol, Gene and Debbie - October 18, 2019 at 12:26 PM

“

Mr. Strong has been in the stands for countless Basketball, Football, and Softball
and Baseball games at Tioga Central, for as long as I can remember. He was one of
the greatest supporters and at times its harshest critic. Even with that being said his
support for the school and community could never be denied. We know that you will
be looking down on this school and it's sports teams. Rest assured there will always
be a seat courtside for you.
Rest in Peace Mr. Strong.

Jim Houseknecht - October 18, 2019 at 10:48 AM

“

Beth Bailey lit a candle in memory of William "Bill" A. Strong

Beth Bailey - October 18, 2019 at 09:04 AM

“

To the Strong Family,
I met Mr. Strong through Tioga Football and his love of the sport. He would see me
and always ask by name how my kids were doing specifically my son who continued
to play in college. He said he was following him and cheered is efforts. I was so
taken aback by his sincerity and love of the community. A true example how we
should all live our life especially in support of the community. I hadn't seen Mr. Strong
in a year or two but his smile and kindness will stick with me forever. I'm deeply
saddened to know I will not have the chance to see him again here in person but I'm
sure he's still cheering ALL of us on in the heavens above. God bless you all. This is
a prayer that is close to my heart from my heritage:
Native American Prayer
I give you this one thought to keep
I am with you still - I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow,
I am the sunlight on ripened grain,
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning's hush,
I am the sweet uplifting rush,
of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft starts that shine at night.
Do not think of me as gone I am with you still in each new dawn.
RIP Mr. Strong...you were a good man.
Steve Jackson and family

Steve Jackson - October 18, 2019 at 06:45 AM

“

Kind thoughts and warm hugs to the Strong family during this time.

Francie Henson - October 18, 2019 at 01:41 AM

“

Ellen Kraus lit a candle in memory of William "Bill" A. Strong

Ellen Kraus - October 17, 2019 at 10:38 PM

“

my condolences to the family

Richard Brocious - October 17, 2019 at 10:16 PM

“

Richard Brocious lit a candle in memory of William "Bill" A. Strong

Richard Brocious - October 17, 2019 at 10:14 PM

“

Bill loved to follow the Tioga athletes and talk sports whenever I saw him.

Tim Taylor - October 17, 2019 at 09:36 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss. We sure enjoyed visiting with Bill and Barb whenever we
were in NY

Dick and Carol Curtis - October 17, 2019 at 09:08 PM

“

My heart goes out to Bill's family. He was such kind man that always had a smile and
a joke to go along with it. We will deeply miss him, but he will always be
remembered.
Christine, Dave, Colin and Samuel Wilson

Christine Wilson - October 17, 2019 at 08:37 PM

“

Strong Family, So very sorry to hear of Mr Strong’s passing. Loosing my Dad,
Husband, Grandfather was one of the hardest things I’ve ever been through. Take
comfort in knowing he will be waiting for you all on the other side. Share your
memories, lean on your friends and family. Take every bit of time you need. God
bless you all.

Cindy (Phillips) Stansfield - October 17, 2019 at 03:05 PM

