Raymond Milton Berry
June 20, 1930 - May 11, 2020

A life well lived is a precious gift of hope and strength and grace,
From someone who has made our world a brighter, better place ….
Raymond Milton Berry, 89, a well known and respected dairy farmer from Lounsberry, NY
went home to be with his Lord on Monday, May 11, 2020 following a brief battle with
COVID-19.
Raymond was born June 20, 1930 on the Friedrichsen family farm in Nichols, a son of the
late Alvy and Waneta (Shoemaker) Berry. He was a graduate of the Nichols High School
Class of 1950.
On October 4, 1952 Raymond married his loving wife Alice Lucille “Daisy” McNeil.
Together they shared 54 years of marriage until her passing on October 31, 2006.
Raymond and Lucille were long-time members of the Lounsberry United Methodist Church
and were instrumental in establishing the Food Pantry in 1980. He served for over 40
years as the church treasurer, was a member of the church choir, and board of trustees. In
addition, Raymond devoted a portion of his time to the Riverside Cemetery in Lounsberry,
in which he served as the secretary and a board member. Farming was Raymond’s
second love ~his first being Lucille and his family. He believed many of the best things in
life are indeed free ~ he loved the splendor of a sunrise, the invigorating sight of your land
greening each spring, long walks and tending to his flower gardens. Raymond’s
appreciation for the natural world extended into his travels in which he and Lucille toured
by bus to visit Alaska ~ the journey was for 5 weeks. Raymond and Lucille achieved the
bragging rights to say that they had visited all 50 states! A hardworking and humble man,
Raymond had a twinkle in his eye and enjoyed conversing with anyone, even someone he
just met, always engaging his listeners with his honesty, practicality and humor. He
cherished the friendships he made over the years, making a point to give back as much as
he received from his friends and loved ones.
Raymond is survived by his sons David Berry; Daniel and his wife Julie Berry all of
Lounsberry; his grandchildren: Morgan Berry; and Brian (Allison) Berry; great
grandchildren: Eli, Corinne and Elise; his siblings: John (Rose) Berry of Nichols; Fred

(Kathie) Berry of Candor; Ruth (Jack) Quinn of Willseyville; Lois (Bud) Waite of Owego;
sisters-in-law: Donna Berry of Owego and Martha Berry of Nichols. Many nieces, nephews
and their families also survive. Raymond was welcomed into Heaven by his parents; his
wife Lucille; brothers: Robert and Lloyd.
A celebration of Raymond’s life will take place at the Lounsberry Church when we are able
to gather as family and friends. Raymond will be laid to rest next to his wife Lucille in the
Lounsberry Cemetery. Memories and condolences may be shared by visiting his guest
book at www.sutfinfuneralchapel.com. Flowers will be provided by the family and they
encourage those to remember the organizations that meant so much to Raymond and
Lucille ~ Lounsberry United Methodist Church, 201 Neiger Hollow Road, Barton, NY
13734; The Lounsberry Food Pantry, 2898 Stanton Hill Road, Nichols, NY 13812 or
Lounsberry Cemetery, 3186 E. River Rd., Nichols, NY 13812 in loving memory of
Raymond Milton Berry.

Cemetery
Riverside Cemetery
Lounsberry, NY,

Comments

“

3 files added to the album Memories

Brian - May 23, 2020 at 07:40 AM

“

So many found memories of Raymond, I am sure he is at peace now and back to
making others smile and laugh and offering to help anyone in need.

Will Merrill - May 20, 2020 at 10:29 PM

“

Dave, Dan, Julie and family, I am so very sorry to hear of the passing of your Dad,
Raymond. Thinking about him sparks so many childhood memories on the farm and
at LMC activities. He was such a kind man with a big, broad smile that he gave both
of you! How blessed you are to have had him as your Dad. I know he will be missed!
Love to all of you and to my special friend Lois W. I know Raymond and Lucille are
ready to spark up Heaven together! Blessing to all of you, Patti (Arnold) O’Connell

Patti O’Connell - May 20, 2020 at 09:53 AM

“

3 files added to the album Memories

Brian - May 19, 2020 at 09:14 AM

“

Raymond let me and several buddies hunt geese on his fields soon after his wife
passed. We enjoyed conversations with him and got to know him as a gentleman
and great guy. So very glad we got to meet him. He will surely be missed. -- Bob
Wickman, Endicott

Bob Wickman - May 18, 2020 at 07:47 AM

“

Dave and Dan,
So sorry for your loss. Your Dad was a great guy and I always enjoyed coming to
your Farm and doing projects. He was so easy to get along with and always
appreciative of any help I could be to him.
Sincere Condolences,
Tom Lasater

Tom Lasater - May 17, 2020 at 08:53 AM

“

I can't say I knew Raymond well. I had a few conversations with him before and after
Elderwood. He struck me as a real gentleman - someone I would like to call a friend.
Rodger Fritz

Rodger Fritz - May 16, 2020 at 11:54 AM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Jody Cooley - May 16, 2020 at 10:45 AM

“

Raymond was definitely all that was written of him in this obituary. In addition, he
loved our Lord Jesus more than words can say, wonderful man.

Russell Stout - May 14, 2020 at 06:55 PM

“

Dear Dan, Julie, and Morgan,
The few times we were in Raymond's presence, we felt his kindness and the love
you had for each other. We know you will miss him. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you.
Sincerely,
Greg and Linda Dunlap

Linda Dunlap - May 14, 2020 at 11:30 AM

“

8 files added to the album Memories

Colleen LaPar - May 13, 2020 at 08:54 PM

“

From George Bowen: Jody—
Will you sign the book for me, Raymond was a great friend to me, I’ve lost the use of
my legs so I can’t get around thanks- Geo.

Jody Cooley - May 13, 2020 at 06:04 PM

“

Mr. Bowen! I've got equally found memories of you as I do Raymond. Glad your still kicking
Will - May 20, 2020 at 10:21 PM

“

Have some lovely childhood memories of Lucille and Ray. They both were full of fun
and were always able to make a person feel better just be being in their company.
My sympathy to the Berry family.
Sally (Thetga) Boyle

Sally Boyle - May 13, 2020 at 05:27 PM

“

Dave, Dan & family,
We were saddened to hear of Ray's passing. He was such a joy to be around. We
enjoyed working with him and your Mom for many years at the Pantry. He was the
best example of a true Christian man. His love and devotion to Lucille set an
example for all married to follow. May he rest in peace and rejoin his beloved Lucille
in the arms of his Lord and Savior. We will miss that "special" Wink he always
displayed
Rest well our friend
Bill & Trudy

Bill Krapf - May 13, 2020 at 04:29 PM

“

My sincere sympathy to all the family. Raymond was a great man and always had a
smile and prayer for you when visiting him. I know he is in a better place and will be
so happy to be reunited with Lucille and other loved ones.
Arlene Mills

Arlene Mills - May 12, 2020 at 01:21 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of Ray's passing. Such a kind man who's bright smile and
upbeat personality is going to be missed!
Mental hugs to his family members and may your wonderful memories help you
through this difficult time. Rest with Lucille....
Kris and Dave Marcocci

Kris Marcocci - May 12, 2020 at 01:18 PM

“

I am so sad at the end of yet another "foundation" farm family in Lounsberry. When
we first came to Tioga County, Lounsberry had the best farms in the county.
Raymond's death is another end of a hard working gentleman, who has been sorely
missed.
To his family he was just "Dad" but to the agricultural community he was one of "the
best"
He raised his family by example of hard work and faith in his creator. Well done,
Raymond..
Our sympathy to you all.... he and Lucille will be waiting for you in glory.
Hallelujah; Howard and Carol Visscher

Carol Visscher - May 12, 2020 at 11:37 AM

“

Dave, Dan and Julie I find myself reflecting on childhood memories of the way we grew up
in an amazing farm community of caring and sharing people. Neighbors were real friends
not just your neighbor. And we children were blessed by that wonderful connection. The
love of the land made them farmers but the gift of respect gave them reason to help each
other in good and bad times. With tears of loss I say goodbye to another neighbor whom I
loved and respected... virtual hugs Berry boys.
Janet Schuster - May 13, 2020 at 08:30 PM

“

I was sorry to hear of Raymond's passing, but now he can be with Lucille again! I have
many good memories of myself and "Tommie"being with them and working at the pantry at
Lounsberry UMC when it was really busy. It was lots of work, but they made it fun. I have
many other memories(eg, singing in the choir) and will never forget him. He was a great
man!
Newell - May 14, 2020 at 03:59 PM

“

Met Raymond many years ago when we joined the lounsberry Methodist church.
What a super guy. Would do anything for us. Always had a smile, you earned your
wings.

lucy bardo - May 12, 2020 at 10:37 AM

“

So sorry to hear this but know he is with his Lucille now.Visited him often when my
dad was at Elderwood and have known them since we lived in Lounsberry.Rest in
peace Ray and my prayers are with the family.

Mary Brink - May 12, 2020 at 06:23 AM

